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project of invasion worthy of the most serious consideration,
and, as it must be prepared in France, he demanded the autho-
risation of the Directory to invite Tone to Paris.

A French translation of the memoir accompanied the despatch,
Ireland, the writer boldly said, was the chief source of the
astonishing power which England had hitherto displayed. In
the eighteen months of the present war, she had furnished to
England 120,000 soldiers; and, according to the most accurate
computations, two-thirds of the sailors in the British navy were
Irishmen. From. Ireland, England derives the whole of the
salted provisions required for her fleet and her West Indian
colonies ; much the largest part of her skins and tallow ; a great
part of the stuffs with which she clothed her sailors. By
separating Ireland from England, France would give a vital
blow to her rival, and the time for such an achievement had fully
come. Since the Revolution of 1.G88, the Government of Ireland
had been a continued tyranny, and it had been the main object,
of English statesmen, by corrupting the Legislature and sowing
division between the sects, to prevent her from shaking off the
yoke. For a time during the American war their policy was
baffled, but they succeeded at last in suppressing and disarming
the volunteers, and substituting for them a militia, and from that
date the eyes of Irish patriots were steadily turned to France.
The Irish had taken every means to acquaint France with their
anxiety to be helped, and the French Committee of Public
.Safety had responded by sending Jackson to Ireland. Hamilton
Rowan was the chief man in the conspiracy. But the arrest cf
Jackson had disconcerted the plot; those who were mentioned
in his letters were obliged to ily, and they were now at Phila-
delphia.

A passage follows which is extremely curious as showing
the light in which the Fitxwilliam episode was now regarded or
represented in Ireland. cThe British Government/ says the
writer, * terrified at the danger their despotism had just incur red
in the attempt of the Irish to shake off their yoke, adopted the
secret resolution to crush them altogether, by suppressing their
Parliament, and bringing them under the laws of the Parliament
of England. In order to succeed in this enterprise, it wan
iiiry to gain the Catholics, and to make use of them as au